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bryanpersing@gmail.com 

   

 

 

 

 

W i n t e r  2 0 2 5  I s s u e  

 For the last 

50 years, the Great 

Lakes Division and 

the Lake Erie Chap-

ter have held their 

train meets at the 

UAW Hall. Sadly, due 

to changes outside of our control, we 

will not be able to continue this great 

relationship.  

 But with change comes oppor-

tunity. Our great Meet Chairman, John 

Twarog, worked hours and hours, days 

and days, to keep our successful string 

of meets going.  

 And he succeeded beyond our 

expectations with two buildings at the 

Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds. These 

are not the buildings you might be 

thinking of. The ones we will be in are 

further back and are heated, And this 

will give us nearly twice the space.  

 Before we go too far, let me 

provide some key information. You 

will not enter off of Bagley. The en-

trance will be gate 2 off of Eastland 

Road. Of the two buildings, The one to 

the right, which is set back more, will 

have handicapped parking in front of it 

and off to the right. Please honor this 

restriction. As for the parking lot itself, 

it is not striped for parking so we are 

counting on members to park in an 

orderly fashion, using the light poles 

as a guide. Your Division could really 

use some volunteers to help organize 

parking. Hopefully, once we get a few 

cars parked, the later arrivals will be 

able to figure it out.  

 Now, back to your Train Meet. 

It is hoped that this extra space will 

allow the meet to grow. The future 

will hold vendors in different scales, 

more events such as "How To Semi-

nars", and more varied products avail-

able. JohnTwarog is in the process of 

securing a tool vendor which, if it 

comes through, will be a great addi-

tion. As always, this is your meet so if 

you have ideas of what you would like 

to see us do, by all means, let us know.  

 I hope to see you in January at 

the Fairgrounds. 

 

Charlie Easton 

GLD President  
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Tim Martin, 96-44394, arrived in Parma to take possession of the Convention Car set he won in the Great 

Lakes drawing. He left with all three ABAs as well as 10 cars (one was a duplicate) plus the replacement 

shells for the locomotives. Here is Tim holding one of the A locomotives and Lake Erie Chapter president Al 

Lakis holding the other. For some reason the insist that I hold the dummy. I don’t get it.  

 

Anyway, hope you had a nice trip back home to Warren Tim, and send us a video of those beauties running 

on your pike when you can.  

 

Our raffle program motivated less than 20% of members to submit their free entry. Not sure if any great 

prize will again fall into our hands anytime soon, but I hope this helps inspire members to get excited 

about our club and let’s make sure we share something about our hobby every day. 
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Editors note: 

Remember if you have articles, pictures, or any items that you be-

lieve would be of interest to our group please email them to me at 

bryanpersing@gmail.com  Items of interest would be railroad trips 

you’ve taken, interesting finds, pictures from local shows, product 

review ect.  We really want to share all the great experiences of our 

members to a broader audience.  Thank you. 

A few notes about our upcoming Meet in Berea 

From the Meet Chair 

 

     Charlie Easton has given you many of the details about our first Meet at the Cuyahoga County Fair-
grounds in his remarks, and here are a few more: 

     By now all Great Lakes Division members should have received a Meet notice for January 25th. Most 
of these are via email (members who list an email in their TCA profile). It has come to my attention 
that some of these wind up in a member’s spam folder. This is probably because they are sent out in 
bulk and have attachments. To help alleviate this, add my email nhoj2691@aol.com to your contacts 
list. 

      Dealer set up will return to the normal, Friday afternoon 4:00 to 8:00 and Saturday morning 7:00 to 
9:00. 

     GPS and Google Maps show the address we were told to use (#164) as a building at the south end 
of the fairgrounds, not the two we will be using. Follow the aerial map Charlie provided, and you will 
have no problem.  

     You may enter either building first, at their front doors. When you pay, TCA members, family and 
guests, will receive a name badge, which will allow you entry to both buildings. The public will be given 
wrist bands. 

     There is a sidewalk between the buildings, which will allow for quick access from one to the other. 
This is not via the front doors. You must have your name badge first to use this shortcut. 

     As always there will be food and drink available. But unlike the UAW Hall, the fairgrounds do not 
have a proper kitchen in any of their buildings. We have hired a professional food service, with a mo-
bile kitchen, to provide the food, and therefore prices will be a bit higher (but still reasonable). There is 
a dining area in one of our buildings for you to sit and relax.   

 

We hope you’ll like our new home 

mailto:nhoj2691@aol.com
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One of the best benefits of our division is our monthly TCA luncheons.  On the  second Tuesday of each 

month members meet at local restaurants and afterwards visit a members home,  nearby railroad 

attraction, or hobby shop.   The Great Lakes Chapter Vice President Eric Woellert does an excellent job 

setting these up.  If you want your name added to the email list Eric can be reached at  

ericmwo@aol.com. 

October Luncheon 

In October the group went to Casa De Angelo in Macedonia and then visited TCA member Joe Laskow-

ski. Joe provided a nice write-up describing his layout as this will be the 1st TCA  lunch crew visit.   

On September 21st, 2020 my 2 friends, Alex Bruchac and Jim Rivers, started building the O Gauge “The 

Nostalgic and Look Back Railroad.” It’s 8 feet wide and 28 feet long. With a town on a hill, and flat land 

town at the other end. It’s circa 1945 to 1955. Why that specific time period? l was born in January 

1949 and as a 2 year old for Xmas Santa left  me a Lionel train set. Plus, there were still steam engines 

operating on the Nickel Plate road where I lived, and streetcars in Cleveland. I was hooked on both. My 

layout exemplifies both; Alex likes to call the locomotives as moving scenery, with trolleys and Inter-

urbans moving around. Taking center stage, as I’m a juice fan at heart, the overhead is live. Careful 

touching cooper wires! Now 4 years and a few months later,  it’s finished. Alex also said no layout is 

ever finished. I’m sure he’s right. A movie theater on the layout has pipe organ music to listen to; plus 

there is railroad memorabilia on the walls.  
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November Luncheon 

In November the group went to Berry's on The Main in Norwalk, Ohio. Afterward we visited the Mon-

roeville Model Railroad Group. The Monroeville Group has multiple scale railroads (N, HO, O, and G) so 

plenty of trains to see and hear with something for everyone.  
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November Luncheon 
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December Luncheon 

In December we went to the Grayton Road Tavern. Afterward we visited Puritas Road Nursery. This 

nursery puts on an annual Christmas train display with multiple layouts and scales. It was a fun and fes-

tive afternoon of good food and holiday trains. 
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December Luncheon 
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The Mod Squad is a Northeast Ohio Modular group with 24 members currently.  They started in 2019 

and have grown from just a few shows a year to roughly 10 shows currently.  The group can be seen at 

various shows and events throughout Northeast Ohio and some members have even taken there mod-

ules and hooked up with other groups in surrounding states.  The group is funded primarily through 

members own financial contributions, donations from the TCA Great Lakes Division and Lake Erie Chap-

ter, and grants from NMRA Division 5.   

Parma Setup 

Winter Schedule 

TCA Great Lakes Division—Berea Fairgrounds (9am—3pm) - January 25 

Great Train Show—Indianapolis Fairgrounds (10am—4pm) February 8-9 (Partial Group Setup) 

Great Train Show—Cleveland IX Center (10am-4pm) February 15-16 

Independence Show—Independence Ohio Field House ( 10am-3pm) February 22 

Railfest—Lakeland Community College Kirtland Ohio (10am-4pm) March 15-16 

TCA Great Lakes Division—Berea Fairgrounds (9am—3pm) - March 29 
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York Setup 

Special thanks to Kevin Davis and the Kids Creek Railroad for the invitation and for expanding our foot-

print everyday of the show.  Highlights included running all 50 state cars at one time around the setup. 
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 Several years ago, I found a listing on e-bay 

for a Wards Famous Switch Train set.  The pictures 

showed the set box and the train itself (engine, 

tender, and freight cars).  I didn’t know anything 

about this famous set but I liked the looks of the 

condition of the train so I put in what turned out to 

be the winning bid and in due course the set ar-

rived.  

 When I opened the box, I found a card-

board maze which held the train, an overhead 

crane, transformer, two uncoupling sections, con-

troller for the uncoupling sections and the switch-

es, a left-hand switch, a dead-end bumper, and six 

straight and 8 curved pieces of track.  

 There was a place for everything in the 

cardboard maze and everything was in its place.  I 

pulled the contents out and set things up.  It was 

obvious why Wards called it a switch train set but I 

thought adding the superlative “Famous” was over-

doing it just a bit.  

 After putting things together, I noticed a 

small folder at the very bottom of the box.  I re-

moved the various cardboard inserts and pulled it 

out. What it contained was a track plan and a bill of 

sale.  

 As you can see, the track plan does not 

match the box contents.  Not only does the plan 

have two switches and two bumpers but the 

switches are both right hand as opposed to the sin-

gle left hand in my set.  The track plan also does 

not indicate the presence of an overhead crane.  

 I did some internet searching for this set 

and came up with a number of pictures of different 

configurations with respect to train consist con-

tents (number and type of cars) as well as to how 

much and how many additional accessories were 

part of the set.  None of the illustrated sets includ-

ed a copy of the track plan. What all of them did 

have in common was the two right-handed switch-

es, the two bumpers and uncoupling track sections, 

and the overhead crane with the white roof.  Ac-

cording to one source the white roof version was 

unique to the Switch Train set.  

 As noted, the cardboard inserts in my set 

box were designed to hold exactly what I had – 

there is no possible way or empty space to permit 

the inclusion of an extra switch or dead-end bump-

er and extra pieces of straight track so everything I 

had indicated the set was “correct” which, of 

course, did not explain the difference between my 

set and the enclosed track plan nor the differences 

I observed with respect to pictures of other Wards 

Famous sets on the internet.  

 It turned out I had the answer to the puzzle 

all along and it was just a matter of not looking 

closely at everything.  As I noted the second piece 

of paper was the bill of sale… well not quite.  When 

I took a good look at the “bill of sale” I realized it 

was no such thing.  Instead, it is a notice of neces-

sary changes made in filling the order and the rub-

ber-stamped explanation on the left-hand side 

states, “(DS) we sent this item as the time before 

Christmas is so short you might not be able to get a 

suitable substitute anywhere.”  Presumably “DS” is 

short for Dear Sir…but that is only a guess.  

 Given this shortage of necessary set compo-

nents for that particular Christmas season, one has 

to wonder how many other “modified” Wards Fa-

mous Switch Train sets were shipped that year to 

other children waiting for Santa to present them 

with their first train. 

~Robert Butler 
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 By 1981 word of my annual showings, 

which began by accident in 1977, had been passed 

around the water cooler at work.  As a result peo-

ple would start dropping by my desk in the early 

part of November, first to ask if I was planning to 

run trains and then, when I answered in the affirm-

ative, to ask if they could be added to the list of 

possible visitors.  

 Close to the end of the third week in De-

cember Paul, one of my co-workers,  dropped by 

and asked if it might be possible to bring his son 

over to see them.  His boy was about 6 years old 

and had been deaf since birth.  He mentioned that, 

at the moment, they were having a very difficult 

time with him at home with respect to behavior 

but he assured me he thought he could keep his 

son under control.  Since Paul was built like a tank I 

figured he could make good on his assurance so we 

agreed to get together the following evening.  

 I went home that evening and surveyed the 

railroad.  Just in case there was a problem, I traded 

a few items with some easy to replace accessories 

and I moved the MPC gateman up towards the 

front near the control panel for better visibil-

ity.  Since his son was deaf I traded out the prewar 

trains and substituted postwar/MPC engines which 

were either very colorful or, in the case of steam, 

up to the job of generating a lot of smoke.  

 My "show", such as it was,  followed the 

edicts of Frank Ellison.  I had read his articles on 

model railroading and had taken his advice about 

presenting your railroad much as you would a play. 

It was for this reason that I wired everything on the 

railroad for separate control.  The script for my 

"play" usually went something like this:   

 Welcome guests, get everyone seated, 

briefly mention my interest in trains and, just so 

Mom and Dad would have ammunition for the in-

evitable why-can't-you-get-me-a-train-set-like-this 

question from the kids, point to various items on 

the layout and tell the kids about how old I was 

when I got such-and-such an item.  Once the intro-

duction was over I would start a single train on its 

looping journey. After a couple of turns I would 

start the second and, depending on the track plan, 

follow these with the gradual start up of the 

third.  Once all were rolling I would start turning on 

things - first the lights in the houses, then the block 

signals, then the crossing gates, then the gateman, 

etc.  With everything going full throttle I would 

then bring down the lights and let the trains roll in 

the dark.  After running for awhile in the dark I 

would bring up the lights, bring some of the trains 

to a halt on one branch of a passing siding, and let 

the other trains journey around the layout for 

awhile.  After letting all of the "through" trains run I 

would bring most or all of them to a halt, and turn 

#1615 loose and let her shuffle operating cars 

around to the places where they could oper-

ate.  Once in position I would load/unload or do 

whatever it was that the cars and accessories did, 

make up a small train with the switcher,  switch 

some cars into the sidings, and then start all of the 

trains rolling again.  The whole process took any-

where from an hour to an hour and a half.  

 Paul came over that evening and, after 

putting their coats in the hall closet, the three of us 

walked into the living room.  At first sight of the 

living room, Paul gave a sharp intake of breath and 

quickly reached down and clamped his huge arms 

around his son, effectively immobilizing his arms 

and legs.  I sat down, looked his son in the eye, and 

pointed to the train on the outermost loop and 

started it rolling.  Paul picked his son up and cra-

dled him so that his head was down close to the 

train so his son could get the sensation of having it 



Winter 2025 Page 15 

rush by.  Before I started up the second one I again 

pointed to it and then started it rolling.  Paul men-

tioned that, for the first time ever, his son wasn't 

squirming.  I told him, if he thought everything was 

ok, we could try just letting his son sit next to 

me.  Paul set his son next to me and positioned 

himself so that he could grab him if need be - his 

son didn't move a muscle.  

 When I reached the point in the "show" 

where I turned on the gateman (remember, I had 

changed its position from that in the above pic-

ture) , I pointed to the house just before the train 

brought him out.  Paul's son was completely en-

tranced at the sight of the man popping out of the 

shack.  I think it is safe to say that never before or 

since has that accessory had a more appreciative 

audience. Every time the train would approach he 

would lean over just a little and watch intently and 

every time the gateman 

popped out, he would give it 

a little smile.  

 We ran trains for a 

little more than an hour.  I 

finished the "show' and in-

vited Paul and his son into 

the kitchen for some Christ-

mas cookies and some 

punch.  I was just reaching 

for the cookies when Paul's 

son reached up and took me 

by the hand and gently led 

me back to the living 

room.  He stood for a sec-

ond and then made a 

sweeping gesture with his 

free hand and looked me in 

the eye.  I nodded and sat 

down in front of the trans-

formers.  Paul's son immediately sat down next to 

me and gestured once again to the layout.  I start-

ed everything up and we ran trains. At the end of 3 

hours Paul signed to his son that it was time to 

go.  He got up, put on his coat, and, just before he 

left,  he walked back to the living room and gave 

the Carpet Central a long last look. We never did 

get to those cookies and punch.  

 I lost contact with Paul and his family sever-

al decades ago.  However, every time I set up that 

gateman I think of his son and I wonder how things 

turned out for him. 

   

~Robert Butler 
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 To commemorate our 60th anniversary, the 

Lake Erie Chapter has decided to produce a Fair-

port Painesville and Eastern hopper car.  This con-

tinues our commissioning of cars for the chapter 

with small local railroads. 

 The Fairport Painesville and Eastern Rail-

road was a railroad on the east side of Cleveland, 

Ohio.  It operated from 1910 through 1984, when it 

was merged with the N&W.   Its primary customer 

was the Diamond Alkali plant in Fairport and later 

assisted with the building of Perry Nuclear Power 

Plant. It had connections with the New York Central 

(PC, Conrail) and the Nickel Plate Road (N&W) east 

of Painesville in Perry Township and with the B&O 

in Fairport Harbor / Grand River. Over the course of 

its existence, the FPE owned seven different 0-6-0 

switchers, a mogul, and two consolidations.  Later, 

it owned eight different Alco diesel switchers over 

time; with varied paint schemes using yellow, 

green, and black.  The last of these is the same 

paint scheme used by the Ashtabula, Carson, and 

Jefferson Railroad, which purchased locomotive 

107, formerly NKP 45. 

 To help support the Diamond Alkali plant, 

the FP&E maintained a fleet of  up to 250 hoppers 

and 100 gondolas  These cars were sent to plants 

on other rail lines to bring materials to the Dia-

mond Alkali  plant.  The cars that we are producing 

are based on the 300 series hoppers bought by 

FP&E in 1926.  These cars were 2 bay 50 ton open 

hoppers.   Most of these were in service until the 

late 1960s. 

~Kevin Harris 



Winter 2025 Page 17 

 This past October my wife and I took a 

weekend trip to Deerborn, Michigan to visit the 

Henry Ford Museum.  We spent two solid days ex-

ploring all the attractions both train and non train 

related.  Non train highlights include: George 

Washington's Camping Cot, Dymaxion House, Pres-

idential Cars, Lincoln's Death Chair, Amelia Earhart 

Plane, and the Spirit of St. Louis.   

 Of course the real reason I was so enthusi-

astic to explore this museum was its railroad exhib-

it.  The showstopper is definitely the 1601 C&O Al-

legheny.  This majestic beauty is over 125 feet long 

and comes in weighing over 750,000 pounds.  Of 

course this may have had just a little effect on me 

purchasing an MTH premier version the next week 

at York.  Other pieces include a refrigerator car, 

snowplow, vintage passenger cars, the Sam Hill lo-

comotive, and the #90 Ingersoll-Rand Diesel Elec-

tric.  

 

~Bryan Persing 
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 After the TCA York show, as I made my way 

back to Northeast Ohio, I took a small day side trip 

through Altoona to spend the day seeing the horse-

shoe curve.  I have never been here and it was defi-

nitely on my bucket list.  Also this was near peak 

fall foliage so the colors where just perfect.  Upon 

arriving I first explored a small museum which did a 

great job giving a history lesson on the reason and 

the history behind building of the curve.   

 After my history lesson it was time to make 

my way up the long staircase (the lift was broken 

and inoperable that day) to get as close to the rails 

as allowed.  It didn’t take long before the first train 

passed through on this sunny Sunday morning.  The 

first one was an Amtrak passenger train; number 

86.  Also seen that day, during my four hours of 

railfanning, were a couple of double stacks, auto 

carriers, a very long coal train, and even a MOW 

train.  Spectators were even gifted twice that day 

of seeing both eastbound and westbound trains 

passing at the same time.  If ever wanting a side 

trip on your way back from York I highly recom-

mend this stop. 

 

~Bryan Persing 
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Our Last Meet in Parma 

 

     Like the last three meets, hall set up was done 

late Friday night. We wish to thank John & Debbie 

Biro, Bob Bologa, Vic Bonacci, Jay Himes, Carl 

Fetsko, his grandson Skyler, and Vince Husak for all 

of their help! Also, thanks to Chris Krempel who 

ran the kitchen and Annette Schaefer who worked 

the admission table, before moving to the kitchen 

to help Chris. Thanks again to John & Debbie Biro, 

who in addition to helping set up, brought the kid’s 

layout and supervise its running. Additional thanks 

to the Chapter and Division officers, who help run 

our meets. 

     The bad weather east of town could have had a 

serious effect on our Meet. Three dealers had to 

cancel (12 tables), but last minute calls to those on 

the waiting list, put us back to capacity. Another 

BIG THANKS goes out to Mark and Richard 

Estvanko with the Mod Squad, who dug themselves 

out of the snow and left Painesville at 4:00am to 

bring the curves and numerous modules for the 

layout. They, and the rest of the Mod Squad, were 

able to set up and get running by the time the 

meet opened. 

     At the business meeting UAW Local 1005 Presi-

dent Dan Swartz thanked us for our long patronage 

of their facility. We then presented the Joseph T. 

Pesch Award of Outstanding Service to Sergeant 

Joe Ondi, for his exemplary work as our security 

officer. 

     Later, Great lakes Division President Charlie 

Easton presented a 40th anniversary TCA train set 

to Tim Martin, the winner of the Division’s train set 

raffle.  

     There was a nice steady crowd until about 1:00, 

when some folks went home to watch the Ohio 

State game. In 2025 the game will not affect us, as 

the meet will be the Saturday before Thanksgiving.  

     All in all, this meet was a success as we bid fare-

well to the UAW Hall in Parma. 

 

See you in Berea! 

 

~John Twarog, Meet Chair 
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 D  I  V  I  S  I  O  N    O  F  F  I  C  E  R  S  
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Charlie Easton—Division President             Phone: (216) 233-6135        Email:  ceastonoh@gmail.com  

Mark Bober— Treasurer                        Phone: (216) 403-9388       Email:  markebober@gmail.com  

Cliff Reeves — Secretary            Phone: (440) 356-1428       Email:  jabreeves@hotmail.com  

Carl Kuhn – Vice President            Phone: (330) 807-3574        Email: cktrains@yahoo.com  

            PRESIDENT                              SECRETARY                                 TREASURER 

Charlie Easton  Carl Kuhn          Mark Bober      Cliff Reeves 


